	English 10-1 Expectations for an Essay

	Value
	Thought & Understanding
	Supportive Evidence
	Form & Structure
	Matters of Choice
	Matters of Correctness

	Wow!
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	You present insightful ideas.

You demonstrate an understanding of subtle distinctions in the text and topic.

You provide perceptive and illuminating text interpretations.
	You provide explicit, precise, and deliberately chosen support. 

You reinforce your ideas in a deliberate and judicious way. 

You maintain a strong connection to your ideas.
	You arrange your ideas and details effectively.

You create a fluent, controlled, and shaped discussion.

You present, integrate, and sustain a coherent unifying effect/ controlling idea.

You conclude skillfully.
	You use precise and effective diction.

You use effective and polished syntax.

You make confident stylistic choices.

You use a convincing voice.
	You demonstrate confident control of correct sentence constructions, usage, grammar, and mechanics.

You write with an impressive absence of errors considering the complexity of your response.

	Good work
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	You present thoughtful ideas.

You demonstrate a well-considered understanding of the text and topic.

You provide real and convincing text interpretations.
	You provide relevant, accurate, and occasionally deliberate support.

You reinforce your ideas in a logical and clear way.

You maintain a clear connection to your ideas.
	You arrange your ideas and details appropriately.

You create a competent and controlled discussion. 

You present and sustain a coherent unifying effect/ controlling idea. 

You conclude appropriately.
	You use specific diction.

You use effective syntax.

You make competent stylistic choices.

You use a capable voice.
	You demonstrate competent control of sentence constructions, usage, grammar, and mechanics. 

You write with minor errors in complex language structures.

	On-track
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	You present relevant and straight-forward ideas.

You demonstrate a general understanding of the text and topic.

You provide general, but plausible text interpretations.
	You provide adequate and general support.

You generally reinforce your ideas clearly.

You maintain a straight-forward connection to your ideas.
	You arrange your ideas and details straight-forwardly.

You provide direction for your discussion. 

You present and generally maintain a unifying effect/ controlling idea; however, coherence may falter. 

You conclude functionally.
	You use adequate diction that may lack specificity.

You use generally clear syntax; attempts at complex structures may be awkward. 

You make clear stylistic choices.

You use a matter-of-fact voice.
	You demonstrate competent control of sentence constructions, usage, grammar, and mechanics. 

You write with occasional lapses in control and minor errors, but communication remains clear.

	Needs work
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	You present superficial and over-simplified ideas.

You demonstrate a weak understanding of the text and topic.

You provide incomplete and/or literal text interpretations.
	You provide inappropriate support, or support that is a restatement of what was taught or read. 

You reinforce your ideas in a repetitive and/or contradictory matter.

You provide a vague and/or redundant connection to your ideas.
	You arrange your ideas and details in a discernible, but ineffectual manner.

You provide some shape for your discussion. 

You do not maintain a unifying effect/ controlling idea. 

You do not conclude deliberately.
	You use imprecise and/or inappropriate diction.

You frequently use awkward and/or immature syntax. 

You make vague, redundant, and/or unclear stylistic choices.

You use an undiscerning and/or uncritical voice.
	You demonstrate faltering control of sentence constructions, usage, grammar, and mechanics. 

You write with a range of errors that blur clarity of communication.

	Off-track
[image: image5.png]



	You present irrelevant ideas and/or do not develop the topic.

You demonstrate little comprehension of the text.
	You provide irrelevant, over-generalized support, if any. 

If you present support, it is largely unrelated to your attempted discussion.
	You arrange your ideas and details haphazardly.

You provide little or no direction for the discussion.

You do not present a unifying effect/controlling idea. 

You do not conclude, or provide an obscure conclusion.
	You use over-generalized and/or inaccurate diction.

You use confusing and uncontrolled syntax.

Your stylistic choices are unclear and confusing.

You use an ineffective voice. 


	You lack control of correct sentence construction, usage, grammar, and mechanics. 

You write with numerous errors that impair communication.

	Insufficient
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	Insufficient is a special category; it is not an indicator of the quality of your work. 

You have written so little that it is not possible to assess Thought & Understanding and/or Supportive Evidence. OR 

For a Critical Response: you have made no reference to literature studied. OR

For a Research Report: you have made no reference to secondary sources. OR 
There is no evidence of an attempt to fulfill the task presented in the assignment.

	TOTAL: /40
	/15
	/10
	/5
	/5
	/5

	= %
	Assessed by:
	Date:
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	Overall Comments:



