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RESOURCES:



  
Imprints 12 Gage Learning

Viewpoints 12 Prentice Hall

Echoes 12 Oxford University Press




Elements of Essays Harcourt Canada

Inside Poetry edited by Glen Kirkland and Richard Davies




Hamlet by William Shakespeare

A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams




One Novel of your choice from list provided in class

ELA Handbook (you received in grade nine/or see on-line McCoy documents)
SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES/CONCEPTS:

There are two basic aims of senior high school English language arts.  One aim is to encourage, in students, an understanding and appreciation of the significance and artistry of literature.  A second aim is to enable each student to understand and appreciate language and to use it confidently and competently for a variety of purposes, with a variety of audiences and in a variety of situations for communication, personal satisfaction and learning.

 Literature allows students to experience, vicariously, persons, places, times and events that may be far removed from their day-to-day experiences.  Literature invites students to reflect on the significance of cultural values and the fundamentals of human existence; to think about and discuss essential, universal themes; and to grapple with the intricacies of the human condition.  By studying Canadian literature, students are able to reflect on citizenship from a Canadian perspective.  The study of Canadian literature within a Canadian context helps students to develop respect for the cultural diversity and common values of Canada.

By studying works of literature, students come to understand how text creators use language to produce effects, such as suspense, humour and pathos, and to create multiple layers of meaning.  By studying the craft of text creators, students develop their own creative and cognitive abilities.

Language study helps students develop an awareness of the strategies that they use to complete learning tasks successfully and to talk about, write about and represent themselves as learners.  In essence, the study of language enables students to develop metacognition:  it enables them to become more consciously aware of their own thinking and learning processes and to gain greater control of these processes.  Essentially, metacognition involves reflection, critical awareness and analysis, monitoring, and reinvention.

Five general outcomes serve as the foundation for the English language arts program.  Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to:

· Explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences

· Comprehend literature and other texts in oral, print, visual and multimedia forms, and respond personally, critically and creatively

· Manage ideas and information

· Create oral, print, visual and multimedia texts, and enhance the clarity and artistry of communication

· Respect, support and collaborate with others

SEQUENCE OF INSTRUCTION:

The following is the anticipated order of instruction of major topics/units.





   
   Approximate #

UNITS



     
      of Classes          

________________________________________________________________________                                                                  

Short Stories




17

Non-Fiction




15

Shakespeare




17

Play





12

Novel





10

Poetry





  5

Media/Film Study



  5

________________________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF COURSE:

The Diploma Examinations comprise 50% of the student's mark.  The Written 

Part A (25%) and the Multiple Choice Reading Part B (25%) each makes up half of the Department of Education's mark.  The teacher awarded mark comprises the other 50% and is distinguished as follows:

Written Response




50%

Tests & Quizzes




30%



Projects & Presentations



10%

Class Activities




10%

DIPLOMA EXAMINATIONS:

PART A (WRITTEN RESPONSE):  _________________________________

PART B (MULTIPLE CHOICE):    _________________________________
An education isn't how much you have committed to memory, 
or even how much you know. It's being able to differentiate between what you do know and what you don't.
Anatole France (1844 - 1924)
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ELA 30-1 Thematic Implications for the Year’s Literary Focus
Human wants, needs, qualities and situations dictate the internal forces that shape our lives.  Our actions, knowledge, and beliefs are influenced by these inner workings: 

· Personal resolve/resourcefulness/courage/determination

· Commitment to our goals/ideals/dreams

· Self-respect/personal integrity/self-preservation 

· Human isolation/desire to escape

· The will to survive/endurance/perseverance/adaptation

· Quest for tolerance/wisdom/acceptance/independence/security

· Dealing with our limitations/fears/foresight

· Imagination/memories of the past/illusion vs. reality

· Self-discovery/identity/individual perspective/self-fulfillment

· Nature and effect of ruling passions

External forces or influences beyond our control can impact our lives significantly too. Our actions, knowledge, and beliefs can be forcibly changed by outside authorities or pressures:

· Threatening forces

· Significant experiences

· Adversity on the human spirit

· Societal influences

· Influential people

· Being in the midst of conflict/turmoil/hardships

· Unfamiliar experiences

· Family pressures

· Constraints of convention or circumstance

· Injustices

Means of achieving goals vary greatly.  Literature offers a variety of examples where we gain perspective from individuals attempting to accomplish/attain an objective.  This determines, impacts, and invariably changes the lives of individuals:   

· Dealing with dilemmas/competing demands

· Risk taking

· Making life-altering choices

· Coping with turning points

· Having compassion or seeking it out

· Relying on others for safety/security/assurances/comfort
· Aspiring to remain true to personal honour
· Being compelled to respond
· Responding effectively/appropriately to challenge(s)
· Acting in response to individual attitudes and values
· Overcoming/avoiding/being unable to control circumstances
Education is when you read the fine print. Experience is what you get if you don't.                              
                                                                                                         Pete Seeger
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