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Introduction

A Streetcar Named Desire, by Tennessee Williams, was first presented in New York in 1947.  During its first year of performance, it received the New York Drama Critics’ Award, the Donaldson Award, and the Pulitzer Prize.

Williams’ play is a powerful modern drama revolving around a series of conflicts of escalating intensity between Blanche DuBois, a refined and sensitive woman who envelopes herself in a protective world of illusion and shadow, and Stanley Kowalski, her brother-in-law whose fundamental world of brute realism can make no allowances for that which he does not understand.  The inevitable collision of their two worlds must ultimately end in the annihilation of one of them.  The reader ultimately learns that Blanche has long been on a journey towards destruction – a destruction which will be hastened and finalized by Stanley.
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Objective:  The purpose of this unit is to present a variety of materials that will enhance students’ comprehension of the play.  The unit includes problem solving, critical thinking, vocabulary and writing skills and encourages creativity.  Students should not only gain a deeper understanding of plot, theme, and motivation, but also a better comprehension of symbolism and other literary devices employed by the author throughout the play.  In addition, study should evoke compassion for the characters and concrete knowledge and appreciation for the playwright’s art. 








