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Directions:  Background noises (some real, others imagined by Blanche) play an important role in the play.  Listed below are symbolic sounds that surround Blanche’s visit to New Orleans.  The particular situations in which these sounds are heard are also given.  Write the symbolic meaning of each sound.
1. Sound:  The Mexican woman’s cry, “Flores per los muertos” (flowers for the dead).

Situation:  Heard in scene 9 after Blanche tells Mitch of her promiscuous past and as she reminisces about the sickness and death she has experienced in her life.  

Symbolic meaning:  
2. Sound:  The Varsouviana (polka) that played as Blanche rejected her husband.

Situations:  Heard in scene 1 as Stanley asks Blanche about her marriage; in scene 6 as she tells Mitch about her husband; in scene 8 as Stanley gives her the ticket to Laurel; in scene 9 as Blanche reminisces about the sickness and death she encountered; in scene 11 as she realizes the person at the door is not Shep Huntleigh.

Symbolic meaning:
3. Sound:  Inhuman jungle cries

Situations:  In scene 10 as Stanley confronts Blanche with her world of illusion and as he moves in to rape her; in scene 11 as Blanche tries to avoid the Doctor and Matron.
Symbolic meaning:
4. Sound:  Echoes

Situation:  In scene 11 as the Matron greets Blanche and Stanley accuses, “She says that she forgot something.”

Symbolic meaning:  
5. Sound:  Blanche’s song, “But it wouldn’t be make-believe if you believed in me.”

Situation:  In scene 7, Blanche sings as she bathes, happy in the belief that Mitch will propose to her.
Symbolic meaning:

6. Sound:  The Cathedral chimes

Situation:  The chimes accompany her discourse in scene 11 about dying at sea from eating an unwashed grape.

Symbolic meaning:
7. Sound:  Drums

Situation:  In scene 4 as Stella chooses her husband over Blanche and Blanche looks on helplessly; in scene 5 as Blanche confesses that she wants Mitch; in scene 10 as Blanche is raped; in scene 11 as Blanche is told that someone is waiting for her outside.

Symbolic meaning:

8. Sound:  The Blue Piano

Situations:  It is heard in the background throughout much of the play, at times more faintly than at others.  It turns into the roar of a locomotive during the rape scene.

Symbolic meaning:


Name:  ___________________________________





Sounds Surrounding Blanche 





�





A Streetcar Named Desire


ELA 30-1


Lesson 7


Handout 19





Copyright, The Center for Learning.





Copyright, The Center for Learning.





Copyright, The Center for Learning.








� “It’s Only a Paper Moon” copyright 1933 by Harms, Inc. Reprinted in Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire (New York:  Signet; New American Library, a division of Penguin Books, USA Inc., 1974), 100.





