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Improving Essays – Writing a Thesis

An essay is a short piece of non-fictional prose with an explicit purpose, or thesis.  A thesis usually consists of an opinion or position and the main reasons or support for that position.

Therefore, readers expect the thesis of an essay to

· connect appropriately with the purpose defined in the assignment

· express the writer’s belief or judgment about the topic

· indicate significant support intended for the position

If the assignment is “What ideas does the author suggest about conflict?”, the thesis should answer that question and indicate the major support to be used.

For example, if the literature chosen is To Kill a Mockingbird, your thesis could be one of the following:

· Direct approach:
Through the eyes of a youngster, Harper Lee suggests that conflict between races is detrimental not only to the individuals involved but also to the society because it reduces productivity and diminishes quality of life.

· The writer has taken the position that the author suggests racial conflict hinders society and individuals. Support will involve Scout’s perspective of the events. The reader may expect the two major divisions of effects on society and effects on individuals will dominate the essay.
· Indirect approach:
Unless conflicts are resolved early and children are taught tolerance and understanding, racial conflict will continue to disrupt society and ruin lives that could have been innocent and productive.

· The student takes the strong position that racial conflict must be resolved and children taught tolerance if disruption of individuals and society is to be diminished. The reader expects the two ‘solutions’ will dominate the essay, with support from the novel as demanded by the assignment. The student has not stated that these ideas come from Harper Lee’s book, but the assignment demands that connection be made elsewhere in the introduction.
Both statements indicate the writer’s position about Harper Lee’s attitude as interpreted from the novel. Both assume the source (title and author) will be introduced elsewhere, likely within the introduction.

Write a thesis statement for each of the following assignments. Accuracy is not a requirement. (You can create suitable theses without having read the literature, but likely you have!)

Assignment 1:



· This requires an opinion, but emotion is often stronger than reason.  Therefore, your challenge is to focus on support rather than ‘shout’ your position in favour of or opposed to abortion.

· Identify reasons for your opinion.

· “Should” invites you to instruct—give directions to ‘correct’ the situation. However, no audience is identified.

· Your thesis may include “because”, as in “Fighting in school should result in expulsion because students may be injured and instruction and learning most certainly disrupted.”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Assignment 2:

· This requires you to compare the novel to Romeo and Juliet.  You could look for aspects of the love story, a disastrous ending to love story, family feuds, the role of law, or the relationship of parents and children. “Similar” requires you to focus upon shared features. Differences are to be ignored in such a question. 

· Begin by identifying two or three rather general similarities. 

· “To what extent” requires you to judge the situation.  Do you find few or many similarities? Are the similarities strong or weak? 

· Now, write your thesis. Remember that thesis is opinion plus indication of support—in this case, your points of comparison.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
Should abortion be funded by public health care?





To what extent is To Kill a Mockingbird similar to Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet?











� Stewart, Bullock, & Allen, Essay Writing for Canadian Students, Scarborough: Prentice-Hall, 1994, p. 53.
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