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Improving Paragraphs – More Topic Sentences

Concept + Attitude = Idea
Imagery + Robert Frost thinks images of nature are tranquil = “Images of nature develop a mood of tranquility in Robert Frost’s poem.”

Idea + Position = Topic Sentence

Images of nature develop a mood of tranquility in this poem. + Nature is not always calm and wonderful because no wild animal dies of old age. = “Despite the apparent tranquility of nature of this poem, reality produces tension in a struggle for survival.”
Topic sentences are more than announcements; they are the writer’s position on an idea.

Weak:
I believe that Robert Frost uses imagery in this poem.

Better:
Robert Frost relies on imagery.

Best:
The images used in the poem help to draw the reader to Robert Frost’s theme and to feel the tranquility of nature.

Topic sentences must be efficient.

Weak:
Robert Frost uses a great deal of imagery throughout this poem, which is about the pictures in nature.

Better:
The strongest feature of Robert Frost’s poem is its imagery.

Best:
The images used in the poem help to draw the reader to Robert Frost’s theme and to feel the tranquility of nature.

Topic sentences in paragraphs located within essays will incorporate transitional devices.

Weak:
Second, Robert Frost uses a great deal of imagery throughout this poem.

Better:
Furthermore, the strongest feature of Robert Frost’s poem is its imagery.

Best:
More significantly, the images used in the poem help to draw the reader to Robert Frost’s theme as well as to feel the tranquility of nature.

The topic sentence in a paragraph is often the single-sentence answer to the question asked or insinuated. 

What does Waiting for the Rain suggest as the solution to racial tensions?
“Shared experience and education of youth may one day reduce racial tensions, according to Gordon’s Waiting for the Rain” could be the first sentence of your answer—with supportive evidence to follow, of course.

Plan a paragraph

1. Provide one-sentence answers for the following questions. (Realize that accuracy is not an issue here; aim for appropriateness of topic sentences.)

a. What does Birney’s “David” suggest about euthanasia? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. What does Mitchell’s “Gents Don’t Chaw” suggest about gambling? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. What does Ellis suggest about the role of baby-sitters in “The Tunnel”? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. What does Medearis’ “Nonconformist” suggest about self-expression? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Choose one of the above and list five details that could be used to support

your topic sentence. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Supply a concluding sentence for the paragraph. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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