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	Whether writing a lab report, an in-class response, a critical multi-page essay, or a research paper, you should do your best to adhere to the basic standards of good writing. The assignment will dictate the degree to which you provide textual evidence, reason logically, and make a well-developed point through the use of details, examples, and analogies as well as through textual evidence. Following are the minimum requirements of competent writing. 

 

· LOGICAL ORGANIZATION. 
· THESIS STATEMENT THAT CLOSES THE INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH AND SETS YOUR ASSERTION CLEARLY AND PRECISELY. It cannot be a fact, nor can it be a quotation. 
· DEVELOPMENT OF TOPICAL SENTENCES with a sufficient number of details, examples, evidence, analogies, etc., to support your thesis. 
· UNITY OF SENTENCES (to thesis); COHERENCE OF SENTENCES (to each sentence). 
· COMPLETE SENTENCE STRUCTURE: Recognition and avoidance of run-ons, comma splices, and fragments. 
· AGREEMENT: Subject/verb; antecedent/reference pronoun. 
· COMPARISON: Recognition and avoidance of faulty comparison. 
· PRONOUN CASE: Recognition of the difference between the subjective and objective case of pronouns such as we, us; I, me; they, them, etc. 
· MODIFICATION: Recognition and avoidance of dangling and misplaced modifiers. 
· PARALLEL STRUCTURE: Maintenance of parallelism through words, phrases, clauses, person, voice, and tense. 
· USAGE: Recognition of the difference between to, too; effect/affect; their/there; lose/loose, etc. 
· EMPTY PHRASES, REDUNDANCIES, REPETITION: Recognition and avoidance of expressions such as basically, definitely, really, greatly, extremely, very, in today's society (or world), due to the fact that, there is/are, in my opinion, I feel like, this paper will discuss, separate out, focus in on, true fact, close proximity, etc. 
· PUNCTUATION: Correct placement of commas, apostrophes, semicolons, quotation marks, etc. 


