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	A sentence should contain no unnecessary words, a paragraph no unnecessary sentences, for the same reason that a drawing should have no unnecessary lines and a machine no unnecessary parts.  William Strunk, Jr., The Elements of Style 
Many of you are filling your writing with DEADWOOD in the belief that straightforward language is simplistic language. Why fill your pages with meaningless words when only precise, concise diction can convey the complexities of your thinking, experiences, discoveries, and uniqueness? Educated audiences recognize and appreciate honest and precise language. The simplest, most direct way of saying something, in other words, is always the best way. Eliminate the following clutter in your writing to gain an immediate and powerful effect in your writing. Increase your vocabulary, too, as a way to eliminate wordiness and vagueness. 
For enhanced readability, the following omits italics.
CATEGORY: EMPTY OR PRETENTIOUS EXPRESSIONS
 
a lot, lots (and never alot)
in the nature of
a must
in today's modern world
as previously stated in the introduction
in today's society (or world)
as you can see from the above
in view of the foregoing
be there
it is certain that
by means of
it is obvious that
by virtue of the fact that
it is often the case that
came to the realization that
it seems like
concerning the matter of
make a determination (or recommendation) as to
due to the fact that
needless to say
during the course of
point in fact
for the purpose of
point in time
for the reason that
rarely ever
for the simple reason that
regardless of the fact that
he is of the opinion that
relating to the subject
hopefully
the reason being is because
in my opinion
until such time as
in our society today
well aware
in the event that
whole new
in the final analysis
with regards to this matter
CATEGORY: WEAK INTENSIFIERS 
These words used as intensifiers are relative; that is, they do not adequately describe any action or word with a quantifying degree of intensity. Occasionally they may serve a purpose; generally, however, they are among the most overused and irrelevant words in our language.   

basically
great
kind of
so
completely
greatly
mostly
totally
definitely
highly
nice
tremendous
entirely
immensely
practically
truly
extremely
incredibly
pretty
very
flatly
interesting
really
virtually
CATEGORY: REDUNDANCIES 
(unnecessary words that express the same thing) Because the words not in brackets carry the essential meaning, the bracketed words add unnecessary clutter.
[alleged] suspect
add [back to]
jointly [in this together]
[basic] fundamentals
add [to each other]
must [necessarily]
[close] proximity
attached [together]
off [of]
[duplicate] copy
autobiography [of his life]
permeate [throughout]
[exact] same
circled [around]
pinpoint [down]
[falsely] padded
combine [together]
prove [conclusively]
[final] completion
connected [together]
rarely [ever]
[final] result
continue [to remain]
rebounded [back]
first [and foremost]
descended [down]
the stairs refers [back to]
[free] gift
determined [in his mind]
repeat [again]
[future] plan
doomed [to die]
reverts [back to]
[hurriedly] scribbled
each [and every]
round (or any shape) [in shape]
[over]exaggerate
eventually [at a later point in time]
screech [noisily]
[respectful] regard
exhale [out]
scribble [hurriedly]
[resulting] effect
few [in number]
separate [out]
[scurried] rapidly
focus [in]
on small (or any size) [in stature]
[smoothly] glided
gather [together]
subtract [out]
[true] fact
his [own personal]
opinion transfer [over]
[verbally] spoken
inside [of]
yellow (or any hue) [in color]
CATEGORY: EUPHEMISMS 
("polite" instead of precise expressions) 
adult entertainment
life-limiting illness
pre-owned
chemically dependent
negative savings
revenue enhancers
financially challenged
non-traditional shopping
strategic withdrawal
gently worn
passed away
unsolicited advances
CATEGORY: JARGON  
(shallow language designed to impress rather than to inform your audience) 
ameliorate
impact on
peruse
commence
imperative
prior to
endeavor
incumbent upon
pursuant to
facilitate
maximize
prioritize
factor in
occupation
viable
finalize
optimum
utilize
CATEGORY: CLICHÉS  
(trite expressions) If you can complete the following expressions, you can identify and thereby avoid clichés not included here. Instead of using clichés, you should strive to create fresh expressions of your own.   
a heartbeat away from
by the sweat of
green with
add insult to
calm before the depths of
handwriting on
beyond the shadow
diamond in the
make a long story
bite off more than
easier said than
tried and
break the
few and far
water over the
bury the
from the frying pan
worth its weight



