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In grammar, parallelism is a balance of two or more similar words, phrases, or clauses. The application of parallelism in sentence construction improves writing style and readability. Parallelism may also be known as parallel structure or parallel construction. In English, parallelism of the predicate provides for one of the few structural situations in which the subject for each verb does not need restatement (a common misconception for non-native speakers). Parallelism is often achieved in conjunction with other stylistic principles, such as antithesis, anaphora, asyndeton, climax, epistrophe, and symploce.[1]
[edit] Examples
Compare the following examples:

· Lacking parallelism: She likes cooking, jogging, and to read. 

· Parallel: She likes cooking, jogging, and reading. 

In the above example, the first sentence has two gerunds and one infinitive. To make it parallel, the sentence was rewritten with three gerunds instead.

· Lacking parallelism: Affy ran across the yard, jumped over the fence, and down the alley he sprinted. 

· Parallel: Affy ran across the yard, jumped over the fence, and sprinted down the alley. 

http://writing2.richmond.edu/writing/wweb/parstruc.html

Focusing Sentences Through Parallelism



Parallel structures include word or phrase patterns that are similar. When ideas in a sentence or paragraph are similar, you can reinforce these similarities in meaning through creating parallel structures. Effective parallelism creates symmetry in sentences and adds force to your writing; it emphasizes the likeness between two or more ideas. 



Correct Form for Parallel Structures: 

The first sentence below contains parallel structures; the second does not.

The Writing Center needs tutors who are ambitious, who are self-motivated, and who are dedicated.

The Writing Center needs tutors who are ambitious, motivate themselves, and exhibit dedication.

In the first example, the words "who are" are repeated three times, forcing the words "ambitious," "self-motivated," and "dedicated" to be alike. In the second example, "who are" makes sense with "ambitious," but "are" must be dropped for a reader to make sense of the following phrases in the sentence. When sentences are truly parallel, and the verbs are used exactly the same in each phrase, they do not need to be repeated.

Repeating the verbs becomes a question of style and emphasis. Don't go too far with parallelism! Sentence 1 above could also be stated, without too much repetition:

The Writing Center needs tutors who are ambitious, self-motivated, and dedicated. 



Parallelism to Clarify Meaning: 

Janet researches cell membranes and walls.

Is Janet a biologist, or a biologist with an interest in interior design? This revision makes the meaning clear:

Janet researches cell membranes and cell walls. 



Some Ways to Use Parallel Structures With: 

Items in a series: 
As an artist, he drew, painted, and sculpted. I came; I saw; I conquered. Eat, drink, and be merry. 

Paired items:
The musicians began not only to sing, but also to dance. Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country. (John F. Kennedy)

Balanced Sentences:
White chickens lay white eggs, and brown chickens lay brown eggs; so if white cows give white milk, do brown cows give chocolate milk? 

Lists and Outlines:
The research had three main goals: To discover the cause of the disease. To propose a medicinal treatment. To document the success of the treatment. 

In Resumes:
Note: As you write or update your resume, make sure all your listings are "parallel": 

"Responsibilities included . . . ." as the beginning of each description, or begin each description with verbs in the same tense: "Researched," "Conducted," "Supervised," etc.
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For more information about sentence structure, see our workshop on this topic. 



Parallel structure means using the same pattern of words to show that two or more ideas have the same level of importance. This can happen at the word, phrase, or clause level. The usual way to join parallel structures is with the use of coordinating conjunctions such as "and" or "or." 

1. Words and Phrases
With the -ing form (gerund) of words:

Parallel: Mary likes hiking, swimming, and bicycling. 

With infinitive phrases:
Parallel: Mary likes to hike, to swim, and to ride a bicycle.
OR
Mary likes to hike, swim, and ride a bicycle. 

(Note: You can use "to" before all the verbs in a sentence or only before the first one.)
Do not mix forms.

Example 1

Not Parallel: Mary likes hiking, swimming, and to ride a bicycle. 

Parallel: Mary likes hiking, swimming, and riding a bicycle. 

Example 2
Not Parallel: The production manager was asked to write his report quickly, accurately, and in a detailed manner. 

Parallel: The production manager was asked to write his report quickly, accurately, and thoroughly. 

Example 3
Not Parallel: The teacher said that he was a poor student because he waited until the last minute to study for the exam, completed his lab problems in a careless manner, and his motivation was low. 

Parallel: The teacher said that he was a poor student because he waited until the last minute to study for the exam, completed his lab problems in a careless manner, and lacked motivation. 

2. Clauses
A parallel structure that begins with clauses must keep on with clauses. Changing to another pattern or changing the voice of the verb (from active to passive or vice versa) will break the parallelism.

Example 1

Not Parallel: The coach told the players that they should get a lot of sleep, that they should not eat too much, and to do some warm-up exercises before the game. 

Parallel: The coach told the players that they should get a lot of sleep, that they should not eat too much, and that they should do some warm-up exercises before the game. 

-- or -- 

Parallel: The coach told the players that they should get a lot of sleep, not eat too much, and do some warm-up exercises before the game. 

Example 2
Not Parallel: The salesman expected that he would present his product at the meeting, that there would be time for him to show his slide presentation, and that questions would be asked by prospective buyers.
(passive) 

Parallel: The salesman expected that he would present his product at the meeting, that there would be time for him to show his slide presentation, and that prospective buyers would ask him questions. 

3. Lists after a colon
Be sure to keep all the elements in a list in the same form.

Example 1

Not Parallel: The dictionary can be used for these purposes: to find word meanings, pronunciations, correct spellings, and looking up irregular verbs. 

Parallel: The dictionary can be used for these purposes: to find word meanings, pronunciations, correct spellings, and irregular verbs. 

Proofreading Strategies to try:
· Skim your paper, pausing at the words "and" and "or." Check on each side of these words to see whether the items joined are parallel. If not, make them parallel. 

· If you have several items in a list, put them in a column to see if they are parallel. 

· Listen to the sound of the items in a list or the items being compared. Do you hear the same kinds of sounds? For example, is there a series of "-ing" words beginning each item? Or do your hear a rhythm being repeated? If something is breaking that rhythm or repetition of sound, check to see if it needs to be made parallel. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/grammar/g_parallel.html" Get a printer-friendly version of this page. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/grammar/PDFs/g_parallel.pdf" Get an Adobe PDF version of this page. 
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