Responding to Text

English 30-1

Exploratory Writing:  the purpose of this response is to make meaning, and the primary audience is the meaning-maker, the student.  The response will be three paragraphs.  Follow the directions for each part.

PART 1:  The core of the text

What is the key idea that the author wants to convey?  Support with reference to specific details from the text.

This is not a retelling of what happens.  Instead, ask yourself questions about why the text unfolds as it does:  what has been the author’s intent in creating the text?  In your answer to this question, consider specific passages that deal with elements of character or setting or plot, key images or symbols, ironies, the speaker’s perspective or any other elements thought to be of significance.

There are several ways that you can begin to explore the text.  You might ask yourself questions regarding what strikes you about the text – what attracts your attention.  Is it:

· The author’s point of view or tone?

· A description of a particular incident or event?

· A conflict?  An irony?

· A character?

· The character’s motivation or reaction?

· An epiphany the character experiences or a resolution the character realizes?

· A mood that the text creates?  A powerful image?

· A feeling or emotion that the text evokes in the reader?  Does that emotion or the cause of the emotion maybe point to the idea that the author develops?

Be sure to refer to actual passages in the text – to lines, phrases, and even words that have attracted your attention.  In what ways do these passages affect or direct your understanding of the whole text?

PART 2:  Personal Connection

Between the key idea in the text and an incident from one’s own experience, either lived or vicarious.

In this part of the response you are to make a connection between your lived experience and the author’s idea as identified in the first part of the response.  What does the text say to you personally?  Identify a specific incident in your own life that will help you to interpret the experience of the text.  How does this one experience help you to interpret, or better understand, or to more fully appreciate the significance of the other?  

You are not expected to have experienced an event similar to the event described in the story.  For example, the story may be set during the Second World War, within that context, the ideas the author develops may be related to the courage shown by a character in a difficult situation.  Relatively few Canadian students have experienced war directly, but most students will have been a witness to acts of courage; the situation or degree may differ, but the concept of courage is the same.

In this case, you would be required to describe a situation where you witnessed or experienced a demonstration of courage.  Answer the question of how this experience helps you to better understand the author’s idea in the text.

If you do not have a lived or remembered experience, you may have to go to experiences of that of other people close to you – your siblings, parents or grandparents, or more distant relatives, or even beyond your family to neighbours or friends.  You may relate to vicarious rather than lived experience – to a book you have read or a film you have seen or to art, music or other human expressions.

You may also be compelled to connect experiences that demonstrate the antithesis of the author’s ideas.  For example, you may wish to write about a time when someone did not act courageously, and you connect to the author’s idea through an inverse example.  Either way, the purpose of your personal connection is to have you offer another perspective, another way to interpret and to attempt to understand the ideas at the heart of the text and the impact the ideas can have on your life.






PART 3:  Reading Beyond the Text
Evaluate the author’s ideas.

Do you agree with the author?

Arrive at a general insight about life.

In this part, you are asked to generalize beyond the text.  After attempting in Part 2 to personalize the ideas of the author, you are now asked to move outside yourself – to address the ideas at a universal level.  In what ways do the author’s ideas reflect on the world today?  Are the issues identified as being at the core of the text important, not only to the author and to you personally, but to all people?  And if so, in what way are they important?  What makes the issues universal?  How do the author’s ideas shed light on the human condition?  Do you accept that view?  Can 

direction be taken from the author’s ideas?
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