Dramatic Terms
· Act:  A large division or section of a play.  Usually several scenes form an act.  Shakespearian plays usually had 5 acts.  Modern plays frequently have between 1 and 3 acts. 

· Aside:  When a character speaks his/her thoughts to the audience in the middle of a dialogue. 

· Blocking:  The planning of the actors' movements in a play. 

· Business:  Actions that an actor performs in the play:  e.g. pouring a cup of coffee; playing solitaire; dusting; putting on lipstick; rummaging through a suitcase. 

· Comedy: a play that ends happily for the protagonist. 

· Costume:  The clothing and other items (wigs, false noses, etc.) affecting the actor's physical appearance in order to convey a character. 

· Curtain:  Curtains that are used to hide the stage, particularly between acts.  Frequently, when the play begins, the curtain will rise.  At the end of an act, or at the end of the play, the curtain is lowered.  However, the word "curtain" can also be used in the stage directions to indicate the end of an act or the end of the play, whether or not an actual curtain will be used in the performance. 

· Dialogue:  The words that two or more characters say to one another.  Sometimes, all of the lines in a play are referred to as the dialogue. 

· Monologue:  When a character is speaking alone to an audience. 

· Playwright:  The author of a play. 

· Props or Properties:  furniture and other items which are not part of the scenery or the costumes.  Handprops are props that actors pick up and carry or use. 

· Scene:  A shorter division within the structure of a play.  It usually focuses on one main situation. 

· Scenery:  Large pieces that help to establish the setting of the play.  Examples of scenery are:  a backdrop (a large flat piece of material (flat) at the back or side of the stage that is painted to look like a room, building, or outdoor area); columns, doors, windows, trees, etc. 

· Script:  The written form of a play, consisting of both dialogue and stage directions. 

· Set or Sets:  The scenery and props used to create the physical setting for a scene or play. 

· Soliloquy:  When a character speaks his/her thoughts out loud (not speaking to another character). 

· Stage:  The area upon which a play is performed.  Frequently, it is a raised platform. 

· Stage Directions:  Written instructions about the set, props, or characters' costumes,  movements, or tone of voice. 

· Subtext:  Unspoken information that is conveyed or must be interpreted by the audience.  This is transmitted through non-verbal means (tone of voice, body language, gestures, facial expressions). 

· Tableau:  a "picture" created by a group of people posing, remaining silent and still for a few moments. 

· Tragedy:  a play that has an undesirable outcome for the protagonist. 

