General Analysis of Non-Fiction

ELA 30-1

1. Why is the subject matter of this essay important to the author?  How does he/she feel about the subject?

2. To what extent is the author qualified to speak on the subject?

3. Non-fiction is based on factual evidence.  The author records and reports as a scientist, a scholar, historian, and/or biographer.  He/she develops already existing material and aims for factual accuracy in his/her work.  How does this essay fill any or all of the above criteria?

4. In this example of non-fiction, does the writer appeal to the feelings or to the intellect of the reader, or to both?

5. How does the writer expose his/her opinion, or argue his/her point?  What style of writing does he/she use to appeal to the reader?  (i.e. examples, humour, symbols, illustrations, satire, or any other techniques)

6. What point of view predominates?  Think of the advantages of such point of view to the theme/thesis.

7. Theme, as you know, is the essential meaning of the subject matter.  It is the author’s judgement about, or attitude towards, his/her subject matter.  The theme must be justified by the evidence from within the work itself.  What is the theme of this essay?  Is there a specific part in which the theme is expressed?  That is, is the theme explicit or implicit?

8. How does the author’s general style and his point of view contribute to the development of the theme?

9. What insight into mankind and the world does the work seem most concerned about?

10. How does this essay affect your thinking about the subject matter?  Has is changed or clarified your opinions?  Has it been honest in its criticism so that you are willing to accept the work as one person’s sincere opinion on the subject, and as such, is worth studying?
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