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Unit:  Short Story

Resources:  Viewpoints 12

Short Story:  “Outside Edges” by Ivan Dorin p. 48
Introduction:

1. Symbolic Connections worksheet

2. Assign story to be read silently.
Development:

3. Summary Notes
4. Elements for focus

Closure:  
ELA Outcomes:  

GO 1 Explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences

1.1   Discover possibilities

1.1.1 Form tentative understandings, interpretations and positions

1.1.2 Experiment with language, image and structure

1.2   Extend Awareness

1.2.1 Consider new perspectives

1.2.2 Express preferences, and expand interests

2.1 Respond to a variety of print and nonprint texts

2.1.1 Connect self, text, culture and milieu

2.1.2 Evaluate the verisimilitude, appropriateness and significance of print and nonprint texts

2.1.3 Appreciate the effectiveness and artistry of print and nonprint texts

GO 4 Create oral, print, visual and multimedia texts, and enhance the clarity and artistry of communication
4.1 Develop and present a variety of print and nonprint texts

4.1.1 Assess text creation context

4.1.2 Consider and address form, structure and medium

4.1.3 Develop content

4.1.4 Use production, publication and presentation strategies and technologies consistent with context

4.2 Improve thoughtfulness, effectiveness and correctness of communication

4.2.1 Enhance thought and detail

4.2.2 Enhance organization

4.2.3 Consider and address matters of choice

4.2.4 Edit text for matters of correctness

Summary Notes

for “Outside Edges” by Ivan Dorin p. 48 Viewpoints 12

“Outside Edges” is a story about the relationship between a boy and his father and the importance of following one’s dreams.  Its focus on the geography of Canada provides an excellent opportunity for cross-disciplinary activities and research.  

Elements for focus:

Symbol, theme, foreshadowing, irony, myth, sarcasm
1. Identify a symbol used in the story and explain what the symbol represents. 
2. This is a story about hopes, dreams, and the determination to make them come true.  What is David’s goal?  Why is it important to him?  What obstacles must he overcome to reach his goal?  In what ways do people help him along the way?  How does his personal goal eventually become a vision shared with others?
3. Create a statement of theme for "Outside Edges."
4. How does the opening account of Christopher Columbus foreshadow what happens later?  How does it relate to the ending of the story?  What is the significance of that relationship?  Find other examples of foreshadowing in the story.  Using the examples you find, assess the effectiveness of this technique.   
5. There are two occasions in the story in which the father imagines a possible scenario involving his son’s dream.  Explain how these episodes add humour to the story.  To what extent does the father’s skepticism and sarcasm interfere with his relationship with his son?  Explain why humour can sometimes be hurtful and interfere with our ability to take a new idea seriously.

6. Do research on myths that depict the quests of heroes or heroines.  What patterns emerge that are characteristic of each of these quests?  What do these myths reveal to us about patterns of personal growth and development?  In what ways does “Outside Edges” follow the archetypal pattern of quest myths?
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