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Short Story Unit
Personal Response to Texts Assignment

Initial Planning Worksheet
Short Story:  “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman p. 102 Inside Stories
Corresponding Diploma Exam Topics:  
          Internal Influences/Forces                               External Influences/forces                                           Means of Achieving Goals
Human isolation 



Threatening forces



Dealing with dilemmas
Desire to escape



Being in the midst of conflict


Coping with turning points
Quest for tolerance



Turmoil/hardships



Relying on others for safety/security
Acceptance




Constraints of convention or circumstance
Overcoming circumstances

Independence/security



Injustices




Assurances/comfort

Circle one of the above to focus on.  Desire to escape
Briefly identify the central theme that is most relevant to what you intend to explore.

Coping with mental illness influences an individual’s desire to escape from her personal demons, traditional medical practices, and social constraints of the time period.
List possible prose formats that you would consider presenting in a Personal Response (You may respond using a personal, creative, or analytical perspective.  Do not use a poetic form.):
Letter to physician/family member


Blog




Journal entry/entries


Essay






Script




Interview with character
News article/editorial




John’s story



Monologue

Circle one of the above that you would choose.  Interview with character
List the direct connections/specific quotations you would make with the chosen text:

· “It was not intended to drive people crazy, but to save people from being driven crazy, and it worked.” p. 291 essay  (Work saved her from utter mental ruin)

· “Most women do not creep by daylight…I always lock the door when I creep by daylight.”

· “But I am here, and no person touches this paper but me—not alive!”

· “I am getting angry enough to do something desperate.  To jump out of the window would be admirable exercise, but the bars are too strong even to try…Besides I wouldn’t do it.  Of course not.  I know well enough that a step like that is improper and might be misconstrued.”  

· “I’ve got out at last…in spite of you and Jane!  And I’ve pulled off most of the paper, so you can’t put me back!”

· …bites the bedstead and hurt her teeth, takes phosphates or phosphites—whichever it is – and tonics and journeys and air, and exercise, and am absolutely forbidden to work until I am well again…
· “I’m getting a little afraid of John.”  “…I shan’t tell it this time!  It does not do to trust people too much.”

Personal Response to Texts Assignment

Initial Planning Worksheet
Short Story:  “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman p. 102 Inside Stories
Corresponding Diploma Exam Topics:  
         Internal Influences/Forces                                External Influences/forces                                       Means of Achieving Goals
________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above to focus on.

Briefly identify the central theme that is most relevant to what you intend to explore.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List possible prose formats that you would consider presenting in a Personal Response (You may respond using a personal, creative, or analytical perspective.  Do not use a poetic form.):
 ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above that you would choose.  

List the direct connections/specific quotations you would make with the chosen text:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Response to Texts Assignment

Initial Planning Worksheet
Short Story:  “Mazes” by Ursula K. Le Guin p. 144 of Viewpoints 12
Corresponding Diploma Exam Topics:  
         Internal Influences/Forces                                External Influences/forces                                       Means of Achieving Goals
________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above to focus on.

Briefly identify the central theme that is most relevant to what you intend to explore.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List possible prose formats that you would consider presenting in a Personal Response (You may respond using a personal, creative, or analytical perspective.  Do not use a poetic form.):
 ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above that you would choose.  

List the direct connections/specific quotations you would make with the chosen text:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Response to Texts Assignment

Initial Planning Worksheet
Short Story:  “The Chrysanthemums” by John Steinbeck p. 112 Imprints 12
Corresponding Diploma Exam Topics:  
         Internal Influences/Forces                                External Influences/forces                                       Means of Achieving Goals
________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above to focus on.

Briefly identify the central theme that is most relevant to what you intend to explore.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List possible prose formats that you would consider presenting in a Personal Response (You may respond using a personal, creative, or analytical perspective.  Do not use a poetic form.):
 ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above that you would choose.  

List the direct connections/specific quotations you would make with the chosen text:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Response to Texts Assignment

Initial Planning Worksheet
Short Story:  “Outside Edges” by Ivan Dorin on page 48 of Viewpoints 12
Corresponding Diploma Exam Topics:  
         Internal Influences/Forces                                External Influences/forces                                       Means of Achieving Goals
________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above to focus on.

Briefly identify the central theme that is most relevant to what you intend to explore.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List possible prose formats that you would consider presenting in a Personal Response (You may respond using a personal, creative, or analytical perspective.  Do not use a poetic form.):
 ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above that you would choose.  

List the direct connections/specific quotations you would make with the chosen text:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Response to Texts Assignment

Initial Planning Worksheet
Short Story:  “On the Rainy River” by Tim O’Brien p. 70 Imprints 12
Corresponding Diploma Exam Topics:  
         Internal Influences/Forces                                External Influences/forces                                       Means of Achieving Goals
________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above to focus on.

Briefly identify the central theme that is most relevant to what you intend to explore.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List possible prose formats that you would consider presenting in a Personal Response (You may respond using a personal, creative, or analytical perspective.  Do not use a poetic form.):
 ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above that you would choose.  

List the direct connections/specific quotations you would make with the chosen text:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Response to Texts Assignment

Initial Planning Worksheet
Short Story:  “The Shining Houses” by Alice Munro p. 26 Imprints 12 or p. 63 Viewpoints 12
Corresponding Diploma Exam Topics:  
         Internal Influences/Forces                                External Influences/forces                                       Means of Achieving Goals
________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above to focus on.

Briefly identify the central theme that is most relevant to what you intend to explore.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List possible prose formats that you would consider presenting in a Personal Response (You may respond using a personal, creative, or analytical perspective.  Do not use a poetic form.):
 ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above that you would choose.  

List the direct connections/specific quotations you would make with the chosen text:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Response to Texts Assignment

Initial Planning Worksheet
Short Story:  “Touching Bottom” by Kari Strutt p. 124 Imprints 12
Corresponding Diploma Exam Topics:  
         Internal Influences/Forces                                External Influences/forces                                       Means of Achieving Goals
________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above to focus on.

Briefly identify the central theme that is most relevant to what you intend to explore.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List possible prose formats that you would consider presenting in a Personal Response (You may respond using a personal, creative, or analytical perspective.  Do not use a poetic form.):
 ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above that you would choose.  

List the direct connections/specific quotations you would make with the chosen text:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Response to Texts Assignment

Initial Planning Worksheet
Short Story:  “The Winner” by Barbara Kimenye on page 97 of Viewpoints 12
Corresponding Diploma Exam Topics:  
         Internal Influences/Forces                                External Influences/forces                                       Means of Achieving Goals
________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above to focus on.

Briefly identify the central theme that is most relevant to what you intend to explore.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List possible prose formats that you would consider presenting in a Personal Response (You may respond using a personal, creative, or analytical perspective.  Do not use a poetic form.):
 ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above that you would choose.  

List the direct connections/specific quotations you would make with the chosen text:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Response to Texts Assignment

Initial Planning Worksheet
Short Story:  “Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemingway (handout)
Corresponding Diploma Exam Topics:  
         Internal Influences/Forces                                External Influences/forces                                       Means of Achieving Goals
________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above to focus on.

Briefly identify the central theme that is most relevant to what you intend to explore.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List possible prose formats that you would consider presenting in a Personal Response (You may respond using a personal, creative, or analytical perspective.  Do not use a poetic form.):
 ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above that you would choose.  

List the direct connections/specific quotations you would make with the chosen text:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Response to Texts Assignment

Initial Planning Worksheet
Short Story:  
Corresponding Diploma Exam Topics:  
         Internal Influences/Forces                                External Influences/forces                                       Means of Achieving Goals
________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above to focus on.

Briefly identify the central theme that is most relevant to what you intend to explore.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List possible prose formats that you would consider presenting in a Personal Response (You may respond using a personal, creative, or analytical perspective.  Do not use a poetic form.):
 ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Circle one of the above that you would choose.  

List the direct connections/specific quotations you would make with the chosen text:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
SAMPLE








