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The Critical Essay:  “One Step at a Time”


Created by Mrs. C. Albers





Step 1


Figure out the topic


Isolate & define unfamiliar or


     key words in the topic


Use a dictionary & thesaurus to


     identify & extend the meaning  


     of unfamiliar words








Step 2


Choose relevant characters &/or events from the text related to the topic


Brainstorm/web their relationship – “Show it” somehow to help see the connection(s) to the topic





Step 3


Examine specific text elements


    (significance of setting, title, plot         


     events, symbols, etc.)


Add to web design along with


      specific quotations from text for 


      each 





Step 4


Begin developing outline


Write topic sentences for each 


      main detail (body paragraph) & 


      list relevant support/quotations  


      from text 





Step 5


Draft your Introduction  





…check thesis…





Draft your thesis statement at the end of Step 2.  This is a draft - it can be improved/refined after Step 3 (or any time during the planning/writing process)
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