Tutorial: Responding to a Visual 

When you look at a photograph, you may have a different interpretation of the main idea than your friends.  You may notice specific details in the photograph that remind you of people, settings, or events in your life.  Your point of view, or how you relate to the context within the photograph, shapes your understanding of the message.  
Study the photograph on page 259 in Between the Lines 12.  The following samples demonstrate various responses depending on the writer’s point of view.   
A viewer may make the following personal connection with this photograph. 


This photograph reminds me of our last family reunion.  All my relatives were there, even some I never met before.  My uncles placed ten rented tables in a long line and my aunts covered these with table clothes, dishes, and cutlery.  Everyone who brought food put it on a table, grabbed a chair from the stacks, and sat to enjoy the meal.  Uncle Charlie stood on a chair at one end to take a picture of the group but he couldn’t see many people.  After supper we arranged ourselves on the lawn so everybody could be seen in a photo.  One of my cousins…
Another viewer with a creative perspective may respond as one of the individuals in the photograph.


The family thought this gathering would be a good idea, but I can’t wait until it’s over!  Turning eighty years old, in my opinion, is nothing to celebrate – my eyes and hearing are failing, I  can’t do everything as fast as I used to, and people are treating me as if I lost most of my  intelligence.  They put me at the head of the table surrounded by every cackling female in the family: “Can I cut your meat for you, Dad?”, “Would you like more potatoes, Uncle Harry?”, “Did you take your pills, Harry?”  My sons are wise to avoid the women, standing at the back away from the table, except for that half-wit Charlie who is clamouring to take a picture…
Sometimes, a viewer will pretend to be an inanimate object in the photograph and tell the story from its vantage point. 
What a lovely day!  The sun is shining on my beautiful leaves and my branches are reaching higher toward the sky.  There seems to be some kind of celebration going on at #149 on the street today.  Usually the only action from that place involves the old guy going for a walk.  I like to tease him once in a while by brushing the back of his head with one of my lower branches.  He hates that!  He always belts my trunk with his cane and storms into the house muttering that he’s going to call the city to cut down that “menacing old elm”.  Today, there are tons of people around, mostly women with fancy hats.   One obviously is having a bad hair day; she’s wearing a colander-like hair net that is UGG – LLY!   The old guy…
Other viewers may focus on technical aspects of the photograph, as a photographer is likely to do.

The Doyles hired me to photograph their father’s eightieth birthday.  I attempted to get everyone in one shot, which is difficult.  I stood on a chair at one end of the long dinner table, deciding that a low-angle shot would be the best.  I focused the lens on Mr. Doyle, who was turned toward the camera, the reason for the gathering.  I had the people at the table lean forward or backward so they could be seen.  I asked those at the very end of the table to stand around the back so I could capture their faces.  Some, who didn’t want to be seen, hid behind the one beside them.  It was a very sunny day and, to avoid glare from the dishes on the table, I used a darkening filter to put the foreground in a kind of shadow…  
