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English 30-2


1. Spend approximately 30-40 minutes on the Visual Reflection, and I would suggest writing approximately 3-4 pages.  This assignment is worth 10% of your Part A exam total.

2. Examine the visual carefully.  On the initial planning page jot down the Visual Communication details that you see including: 
                     Color                 Line            Form

                     Focus

Shape
        Space

                     Lighting 
         Texture      Shading

Plus, consider any other emphasis the creator/artist/photographer may      

be exploring.  After looking at your jot notes try to determine a theme 
          that might be presented (a theme is a generalization about life stated in 
          one sentence).  Using a thematic statement may help to focus your ideas  

and tie your details together.

3. The assignment will ask you to answer the question:  “What idea does the visual communicate to you?”  Support your response by referring to specific details from the visual.  Try to incorporate all major details.

4. The assignment will also suggest:
 --Select a prose form (written) that is appropriate to the ideas you wish to    
      express and that will enable you to effectively communicate to the 
      reader.
 --Discuss ideas and impressions that are meaningful to you.  
 --Respond from a personal, critical, and/or creative perspective.
 --Consider how you can create a strong unifying effect.

5. You may want to organize your writing by discussing the visual from top to bottom, left to right, from the center outwards, from what is in focus to out of focus, or what is predominantly focused on, etc.  OR use the Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How method.  You may also want to try a creative approach like putting yourself inside the visual and responding appropriately.  
6. Remember this will be the first assignment the markers will look at and it will be your chance to make an excellent first impression.  Try to respond accurately, vividly, and interestingly to the visual given.  Write in prose form (complete sentences and paragraphs).

7. Don’t make personal criticisms (i.e. “What a dumb picture” or “I can’t see anything of importance”) Being negative and critical will not win you bonus points with the markers. 

8. You are to consider how the composition of the visual communicates a main idea.  You may or may not agree with the main idea of the visual but you will be asked to reflect on it.  You may or may not particularly like the visual given to you, but again, you must respond nonetheless.  Try to be focused and positive.  Give it your best shot.  

9.  Think of a creative title for this assignment.

10. Have an interesting concluding paragraph to this assignment perhaps reflecting on why you think the artist chose to create this visual.  Perhaps tie in your thematic statement that you wrote about earlier.

11. Examine visuals that have been previously used in Diploma examinations (teacher has these on file) or those that are found in your textbook. Try to write various thematic statements on these.
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Visual assignments may include:  photographs, posters, advertisements, paintings, illustrations/drawings, cartoons, artwork, etc. and they could range from traditional/historical to modern/contemporary versions.
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