	

	 Writing the Introductory Paragraph 

Step 4:  Write general comments about how the topic affects most individuals and end with the answer to the question or controlling idea.
For the question, “What is your opinion of the idea that all people reach a point in their lives where they must face the unknown?”, important words are reach a point, must face, and unknown.  Use each of these words and phrases in a sentence that leads to your opinion statement.

 

Using the Controlling Idea to Focus the Response 
Step 5: Divide the opinion statement (answer to the question) into three aspects of the topic. 
Sample 
· the unknown  
· This is the most important element of the topic (initial belief). 

· how individuals react 
· This generalization allows for various reactions to the unknown such as attacking the problem directly, seeking help from others, or ignoring the problem (test of beliefs).

· how successful  
· This aspect of the topic looks to the result or outcome of the reaction  (outcome).

 

Step 6: Create sentences to express each of these three aspects of the topic.  These topic sentences indicate the focus for each of these paragraphs. 

Sample

· the unknown: 
· “Regardless of education and experience, people may face new situations for which they are unprepared.”

· how individuals react: 
· “Individuals in unexpected situations are often unsure of how to react.”

· how successful: 
· “Decisions made with logic rather than emotion usually have positive results.” 


