	

	Sample Literary Exploration Outline

Sample Question:
What is your opinion of the idea that all people reach a point in their lives where they must face the unknown? 

 

Step 1: My response to a friend who asked this question:

Initial belief:  What do most people initially believe to be true?  

Most people believe they can handle any situation or they can rely on friends and family to help them with problems, as usual.
Test of the belief:  How are most people’s beliefs tested?  

Beliefs are tested when a new situation arises and no one is around to help.  Then, individuals have to solve the problem themselves.  They may be too scared to make a decision, or they may do something without thinking.  After they have made a decision, they know whether they are successful.
Result of that experience:  What was the outcome of the experience?

When alone, some individuals solve problems successfully by being calm and thinking about what they noticed people doing in the past.  Others panic and make the wrong decisions, resulting in failure. 
My Answer to the question:
People react in different ways when they face the unknown.  When they are calm and sensible, they usually succeed.  When they react without thinking or do not do anything at all, they usually fail. 
 

Step 2: Generalization that applies to everyone:

How individuals react to the unknown indicates how successful their decision-making has been.
 

Step 3: Support 

        a. Support from Literature
Character’s name: 

Little Red Riding Hood
Initial belief:  What did the character initially believe to be true?  

Little Red Riding Hood believed that everyone was good and kind like her parents. 
Test of the belief:  How was his or her belief tested?  

She trusted the wolf and disobeyed her mother’s warning not to speak to strangers.
Result of that experience:  What was the outcome of the character’s experience?

Because Little Red Riding Hood told the wolf where her grandmother lived, her grandmother was eaten. Little Red Riding Hood realized that she was wrong to disobey her mother, and her disobedience hurt other innocent people.
        b. Support from Personal Experience or Observation

Situation (what happened): 

I had a summer paper route and had to deal with neighbours on a business level rather than our usual friendly one.
Initial belief:  What did you or another individual initially believe to be true?  

I believed my neighbours were the best people in the world because they were always friendly and interested in what I was doing. I thought a paper route here would be easy.
Test of the belief:  How was the belief tested?  

After the first week as a paper carrier, I disliked some neighbours who were cranky with me because of how I delivered their papers.
Result of that experience:  What was the outcome of the experience or observation?

I tried several strategies to make each customer happy, and I learned that there is more than one solution to a problem.
 

Step 4:  How the topic affects most individuals:

Everyone likes to feel secure in daily situations, whether at home or in the workplace.  However, when something out of the ordinary happens, people may not know how to respond.  How individuals react to the unknown indicates how successful their decision-making has been.
 

Step 5: Three aspects of the topic:

· the unknown 

· how individuals react 

· how successful

 

Step 6: Topic sentences for these three aspects of the topic:  

· Regardless of education and experience, people may face new situations for which they are unprepared. 

· Individuals in unexpected situations are often unsure of how to react. 

· Decisions made with logic rather than emotion usually have positive results.

 

Step 7:  Select details to support your opinion

a. from the literature 

· Little Red Riding Hood walked through unfamiliar forest 

· fooled by the wolf and did what he told her despite her mother’s advice about talking to strangers 

· wolf ate Grandmother and was going to do the same to Little Red Riding Hood 

b. from personal experience and/or observation 

· believed the neighbours were friendly and kind 

· they complained and yelled about how I delivered their paper 

· wanted to quit but parents made suggestions that worked 

· learned to try different solutions to problems rather than quitting

 

Step 8:  How the topic affects society:

Everyone faces the unknown at some point in life.  Decisions made at that moment may have a profound effect on the individual and people around him or her.   Therefore, they must be made with logic. 


