	

	Analyzing the Polished Essay: Controlling Idea 

If you dissect the previous essay, you see that it has three distinct parts: 

·   the student’s personal opinion regarding the idea raised in the question, 

·   supporting details from literature, and 

·   supporting details from personal experience.  

These three parts are isolated in the following demonstration to help you notice how each does not form a complete essay of explanation alone. 

Focusing on the Idea in the Essay 

controlling idea 
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      How individuals react to the unknown indicates how successful their decision-making will be. Regardless of education and experience, people may face new situations for which they are unprepared. Limited knowledge can give an individual a false sense of security. Individuals in unexpected situations are often unsure of how to react.  When unexpected things happen, people have to re-evaluate the situation to determine an appropriate course of action. Decisions made with logic rather than emotion usually have positive results. Sometimes people initially act out of emotion, but this type of response may not always have a favourable outcome. Everyone faces the unknown at some point in life.  Decisions made at that moment may have a profound effect the individual and people around him or her.  Therefore, they must be made with logic.
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conclusion
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Initial belief 

Test of belief 

Outcome

We may gain a false sense of security thinking that education and experience prepares us for any situation. 

When unexpected things happen, people may act inappropriately. 

 

Emotional decisions may have negative results and affect an individual's viewpoint for the rest of his or her life. Wise decisions may result in confidence and a positive outlook for the future. 

The idea in the previous composition is clear and complex; however, it lacks support, which is essential to convince someone your opinion is worth considering. 


