	

	Sample Literary Exploration Essay

 

Actions Make the Man 

         Everyone likes to feel secure in daily situations, whether at home or in the workplace.  However, when something out of the ordinary happens, people may not know how to respond.  How individuals react to the unknown indicates how successful their decision-making will be.

      Regardless of education and experience, people may face new situations for which they are unprepared. In the fairy tale, “Little Red Riding Hood”, the main character lived a sheltered life protected by her parents.  She had never gone anywhere alone, so she believed everyone was good and kind like her parents.  Before I started my new job delivering newspapers, I believed my neighbours were the best people in the world.  They always said “Hi!” whenever I passed on my way to and from school, and they asked if I looked forward to social events such as Thanksgiving and Halloween. I thought my neighbourhood paper route would be the easiest in town.  Limited knowledge can give an individual a false sense of security.


      Individuals in unexpected situations are often unsure of how to react. When Little Red Riding Hood ventured through the forest alone, she trusted the advice of the wolf, a stranger.  Although her mother had told her not to leave the path, Little Red Riding Hood believed the wolf would not harm her because he seemed concerned for the welfare of her sick grandmother.  After brief consideration of what to do, Little Red Riding Hood went into the woods to pick flowers to cheer her grandmother.  After beginning my paper route, I discovered a different side to some of my neighbours.  One older lady complained because I did not deliver her paper by 6 a.m. when the previous paper carrier had it there.  She was first on his route but last on mine.   She refused to pay the first week’s bill even when I told her I would be charged for her papers.  One man yelled at me every day for various reasons: I stepped on his grass, did not get the paper between the doors right, woke him up when I put the paper between the doors, etc.  After the first week, I hated the neighbourhood and asked my parents if I could quit the paper route.  When unexpected things happen, people have to re-evaluate the situation to determine an appropriate course of action.


      Decisions made with logic rather than emotion usually have positive results. When Little Red Riding Hood finally arrived at her grandmother’s, she discovered that the wolf had eaten grandmother and planned the same fate for Little Red Riding Hood.  Only then did she realize that her decision to disobey her mother’s advice and give her grandmother flowers to make her happy was irresponsible.  Grandmother would have been happy to receive the basket of food and the visit from Little Red Riding Hood, and she would not have come to harm.  Little Red Riding Hood’s decision was not logical and did not have positive results.  When I spoke with my parents about quitting the paper route, they helped me to see that I could make a few minor changes and make everyone happy.  By beginning my route at the older lady’s house, I would have a long walk first thing in the morning, but I would be close to home at the end of the route when I usually was tired.  The lady would be happy and pay her bill, and I would be home before thinking about getting tired. I arranged to deliver the older man’s paper after school when he was awake and in a better mood than in the morning.  By seeking advice from my parents before I made a decision, I learned that each problem has several solutions.  This lesson has helped me decide what to do in many situations to arrive at positive solutions.  Sometimes people initially act out of emotion, but this type of response may not always have a favourable outcome.


      Everyone faces the unknown at some point in life.  Decisions made at that moment may have a profound effect on the individual and people around him or her.  Therefore, they must be made with logic.
 




