The Personal Response Assignment



In a personal response assignment, the student responds to a theme in a reading selection by writing about his own personal experience. The student may choose a creative, imaginative or reflective kind of writing. Some students may choose to support the theme with specific examples from personal experience, while others may choose to offer more analytical reflections on the theme.

When the personal response is assigned in class, the reading selection will usually be the literature the student is currently studying. When the assignment is given on an examination, a previously unseen reading selection is provided. As you write about your own experience, you have a chance to relive a moment in your life. You may also re-evaluate, re-examine, and reshape the direction of your life.

The Prewriting Step

Brainstorm to recall an experience, which is similar to the one presented in the reading selection and referred to in the assigned topic. (Jot down words and ideas, make a web etc.) Choose one you would like to write about.

Decisions to Make

· Decide your role, your point of view, as the writer. At first glance you may think, " My role is being me." However, on reflection, you play many roles during a day. You a teenager, a son or daughter, a student. You may also be a clerk, short order cook, babysitter, newspaper carrier, Tiger fan, football player, Albertan, etc. Even when you are-"yourself," you may be one of several "selves" romantic, compassionate, vulnerable, hard-nosed, clear-sighted, an adventurer, a traveler, a member of a clique at McCoy, the rowdy, the sentimental soul, and so on.
· Decide your audience - whom are you writing to? It need not be the teacher, although on exams it usually is.
· What writing format will you use? (Narration, description, exposition, argument?) While most students are content to narrate and reflect upon experience, you might also create a story or a play by having fictional characters portray your experience. You might choose a letter, or a diary entry, for example.
· What will your "writing voice"- tone, sound like? (Matter of fact, complaining, satirical, friendly, witty, impassioned.) To understand tone, ask yourself "What tone of voice would I use to read this essay aloud?"
· To clarify your thoughts, write yourself a statement of purpose. (I am writing this essay, play, etc. in order to ….)  This statement will later be turned into a thesis or a topic sentence. (Do NOT write, "I am writing this essay..." in the neat copy of the essay!)
Tips For Writing

1. Try to recall emotions that accompanied the experience. They will make the experience sound more convincing.
2. You must provide a setting for the experience (Where and when did it occur?) as well as characters and action. However, include only enough details to make the situation clear to the reader. The major portion of the essay should be devoted to the experience itself, not to background information.
3. Use forms of I. and we in the essay, but not you.

4. In a short personal response essay (one and one-half pages double spaced), your introduction will be only one or two sentences long, containing carefully chosen words. You might begin by briefly referring to the experience presented by the reading selection. But do not devote any time to discussing it. Begin writing about your experience. Create a topic sentence or thesis, stating what impression the experience made on you. In the conclusion, show that the experience ~-, left an indelible impression on you. 
For a long personal response, a five-paragraph essay is required. The introduction will be a separate paragraph, which interests the reader in the topic and states a thesis having three points. The conclusion will be a separate paragraph.

5. Be sure to revise and edit the rough copy. Add or delete ideas. Spend time on word choice and arrangement. Proof read the neat copy so that it is completely free of errors.
6. Do not feel that your experiences are not worthwhile. The experiences related in literature are usually similar to those of people's lives. It is possible to write about an experience in childhood, such as the first day of school, with insight and perception.
7. Ideas and Impressions and Presentation are marked. When marking Presentation, the teacher considers the effectiveness of the total impression created by the writer's voice and the writer's control over word choice, word arrangement, grammar and mechanics.
8. If you cannot think of an experience to write about, use the experience of a friend or a relative. You might have seen a television show presenting such an experience. If you are still stumped, invent the experience.
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