Why Study Film?

· A film is like a book or a short story. 

· Just like an author of a short story uses words to create layers of meaning like symbols and figures of speech - a filmmaker uses the camera and the actors to also create layers of meaning. 

· We are constantly being bombarded by all kinds of film media (i.e. advertising, magazines, artwork, television, movies, videogames, internet images, etc.) and we need to be aware of the techniques the producers and directors use to try and get us to buy into their ideas. Sometimes film is selling products, but sometimes it is trying to sell ideas or a way of perceiving the world. 

· We need to be critically aware of this if we want to be in control of our own beliefs and ideas. We are constantly being manipulated by this medium- and we need to be aware of it. 

· Everything in a film is deliberately placed for a reason. It is all to hopefully get the audience to buy into the idea that the director is selling. We call him a director because he is directing his picture - but really he is also hoping to 'direct his audience as well. 

· This is fine but we should be aware of it – be critical thinkers and not just passive, empty vessels to be filled up with any garbage that comes along. 

· Watching film critically helps us see that every prop, every gesture, every lighting change, every camera angle has been crafted. Film is a meticulous art form. We want to observe and uncover the artistry of the filmmaker just as we do when we read literature and try to appreciate the artistry in the writer and his development of setting, plot, character, style, and symbolism. 
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