BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH  REMINDER SHEET

· Essentially, you are creating a booklet of 5 writing assignments 
· As outlined in your handout, each writing assignment should be in a different format.  In other words, you cannot just write all personal response or all short story.  Choose the best format for the memory or activity that you want to explain. You need 3 writing and 2 visual formats. 
· You must include a cover design and at least one visual for each of the entries. 
****************************************************************************** 
Formats

1. Personal Response – this is a paragraphed response that is written in first person (“I”) point of view.  You are describing and re-telling the event to the reader.

2. Short Story – Imagine you are the writer of a short story that reflects the event/memory.  You turn yourself and the subject of your paper (as well as any other people involved) into characters in a story.  You may use their/your real names or make up character names for them.  The conflict of the story is what occurs in the memory/event.  Try not to write in first person; instead write in third person point of view.

3. News Article:  This is an account of one incident or event and the re-telling of it involves:


a. Answering the “who”, “what”, “where”, “when”, “how”, and “why” questions.

b. Including interviews from “witnesses” or “bystanders”.

c. Include a headline.

4. Magazine Article – an article that does not just focus on one event/memory, but instead gives more information for a more thorough look at a subject.  It often includes sub-titles and is divided into sections with pictures and captions related to the information in each section.

5. Visual Essay - A collage of pictures with captions about a subject.  The captions are like small paragraphs that help present the information in the memory/event/subject being discussed.

6. Poetry – compose an original poem about the memory/event/subject in any format you wish.  

Plan/Outline

· Will write about my mom

· Will include 1 memory, 1 activity/action, likes/dislikes, and then a second memory  

· Formats:  

i. Memory #1 – This will be retold as a short story.  Both me and members of my family will become characters in the story (our real names are used) and the conflict is the memory – a ski trip gone bad.

ii. Activity/Action #1 – This will be explained in a magazine article format.  My mom is involved in many volunteer activities that coincide with her hobbies and her painting.

iii. Likes/Dislikes – visual essay (pictures and captions of favourite travel destinations, shopping, etc.)

iv. Memory #2 – This will be in the form of a diary or journal.  Both my mom and I will write entries.  (I will try to write from my mom’s point of view.)
v. Physical Description – wanted poster
Note:  This particular student wrote the second memory about a time she and some friends were once arrested for vandalism on Halloween night.  It was silly and started out “innocent” enough, but things got out of hand and the police took them to the station.  Her mom had to pick her up.  What was effective was she chose to journal that event, and the second entry was a journal entry her mom wrote (she imagined what her mom must have felt) about the same night.

