A Class Divided - Listening Questions

Answer the following questions as you watch the documentary A Class Divided. 

1. What is the teacher’s name?
Jane Elliott

2. What was the original documentary called?
The Eye of the Storm

3. What week is it?
National Brotherhood Week

4. How are the students divided?
By eye colour

5. Which group is “better” on Tuesday?
Blue eyes


6. List three priveleges the “better” group gets:
5 extra minutes of recess, can use the equipment, can drink out of the fountain, can have seconds at lunch

7. What does the “inferior” group do to make them easier to identify?
Wear collars

8. How does the “inferior” group feel by Tuesday afternoon?
Hurt, down-hearted, like their best friends were taken away

9. What name does Russell call John? What does John do?
Brown-eyes, John hits him in the gut

10. According to Mrs. Elliott, what did the marvelous, cooperative, wonderful, thoughtful children turn in to?
Nasty, vicious, discriminating little third graders

11. How long did it take the brown-eyed kids to do the phonics cards on Wednesday? 2 and a half minutes

How long did it take them on Tuesday? 5 and half minutes

What was the difference? They were the “better” group Wednesday


12. How long did it take the blue-eyed kids to do the cards on Wednesday? 4 minutes 18 seconds

On Tuesday? 3 minutes

What were they thinking about? The collars


13. What did the children do with the collars after the exercise was done?
Threw them in the garbage

14. How many times has Jane Elliott used this exercise in her class?
This was the third time

15. What event caused her to start using the exercise?
The assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.

16. What is meant by “a microcosm of society”?
A society in miniature, the classroom representing all of society

17. How does Raymond explain his eagerness to discriminate?
It felt evil, all his pent-up aggressions and hostilities could come out, like he was the king and could control them

18. Did the students feel that the experience had been worth it? Yes

Why? Because it made discrimination clear, brought them closer together, taught them what it was like to be outcast.

