READING RESPONSE TO LITERATURE JOURNAL

You will be expected to keep a Reading Response Journal which will serve as a record of your active involvement with the texts you are reading. Your response is required as part of your reading. Your journal will be the basis for the following day's small group and class discussion, and it is 1mportant that you always come to class prepared. If your entry has not been completed, and you have nothing to share, you are not yet ready to benefit from discussion. Your journal will be evaluated on 

i. your demonstrated ability to identify and show understanding of the significant themes in the literature, and
ii. your insights regarding real-world themes. 

At times, I will request that you turn in your response journal so that I may read it and evaluate it. On other occasions, I may ask students to read the entries aloud to "a small group or to the class. Please make certain that for each entry you always write the title of the piece of literature, and write the date on which you respond. 

WHAT IS A RESPONSE JOURNAL?

It is a record of your reactions to literary (sometimes including visual, spoken, dramatic or representational) text. It may include your observations and insights, your impressions or feelings, and your questions. These observations must be presented in relation to what the writer has written or said. As you read, note your reactions to the writer's statements. Then, in writing, explore your understanding of the writer's ideas. 

Write your responses either during or shortly after you have finished reading, when you have had opportunity to reflect on the writer's ideas. With longer texts {novels) you will need to break your response into more manageable chunks: several shorter entries at various points during the reading, as well as a final response in conclusion. 

WHAT SHOULD YOU WRITE IN YOUR RESPONSE JOURNAL?

Do not retell the story. Instead, ask yourself questions about why things happened as they did. But don't stop there. Suggest answers to your own questions. 

Response entry part 1: Making Meaning 

Identify the idea that you have found to be at the "heart" of the text. Make specific reference to any textual details--particular passages, story events, characters' motivations or reactions, key images, the writer's point of view--that suggest the writer's purpose in writing. How are these textual details significant? Do they shape your further understanding of the whole text? Explore the meaning they create for you. 

At the end of this part of the exploration, state in one underlined sentence what you believe is the key idea that the writer is trying to convey. This will link the text to your personal connection. 

Response entry (embedded in Part 1): Critical Response 

Firstly, how does the story say what it says? Comment on the author's style--the author's approach to writing, the use of diction or language structure to achieve a desired effect, the use of image or symbol to enhance the effect, the descriptive or narrative or persuasive power of the text, the impact of the writer's attitude or tone. 

Secondly, how well does the story say what it says? Discuss the artistry of the piece: how well does the selection achieve what it attempts to achieve? How effective a piece of literature is it? 

Think your way through what you have read. Each person responds to text in different ways. Your reaction to the text is unique to you--no one can create your personal meaning for you. The purpose of the response journal is not only to demonstrate your knowledge to your teacher, but also to help you make meaning while dealing with oftentimes complex literature in a personal way.

Response entry part 2: Personal Connection 

Make a brief but appropriately thematic connection with your own lived experience: What does the work say to you personally? Use your life experience to interpret the experience of the text. How does the one experience help you to better understand (or appreciate) the other? 

Note: If you are unable to connect the issue at the heart of the text with your own lived experience, you may instead make connections with other works of literature, or film, art, music, or other literary expressions, or with the experiences of people you know. 

Response entry part 3: Global View 

Generalize beyond the text.  In what way are the issues the writer explores significant, not only to you, but to all people? What makes the issues universal? Consider the author's point of view about "the world" as he or she describes it. How does the author's idea shed light on the human condition? Do you agree with and accept that point of view? 

