Tutorial for Building Paragraphs


Tutorial for Building Paragraphs (continued)

Notice how the tutorial paragraph organizer produced the sample paragraph that follows.

	Topic:
Who is a Hero?

	Order:
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	Details:

· true hero sacrifices personal comfort 

· status from personal gain

· fame is not heroism

· little concern for others

· today’s heroes are actors, sports figures, musicians

· sports heroes develop talents for competition

· true hero is concerned about others’ safety first

	Topic Sentence:

Today’s heroes tend to be athletes, musicians, and actors, perhaps because heroism is confused with fame.  

	Clincher Sentence:

Without thought of reward or fame, individuals become heroes.



Today’s heroes tend to be athletes, musicians, and actors, perhaps because heroism is confused with fame.  These heroes appear to be given that status based on their abilities, not their actions.  Sports ‘heroes’ extend their abilities and talents for success in competition; personal gain is the focus, with little concern for others.  True acts of heroism demonstrate sacrifice of personal comfort and well being for the safety of others. Without thought of reward or fame, individuals become heroes.

A clear paragraph shows clear thinking about one subject clearly explored.




Tutorial:  Building Paragraphs





An assignment requiring a paragraph response requires some careful thought and organization.  





Begin by defining the topic.  Often, the topic will be clearly defined; sometimes you are expected to define it further.  Ask yourself the following as you read the assignment:  “What am I supposed to explain?”  If the topic is prejudice you will need to narrow the topic.  If the question asks “In what way does prejudice affect your life?”, you will certainly know the direction you must take.  





Then, think of the details you could use to support that topic.  List them as you think of them.  Choose the most useful details after you have several.  Number them in the order you could use them.





Now, write your one-sentence summary of your position on the topic.  If the topic is a question, your answer will become the topic sentence stating the main idea.  It is often the first sentence of the paragraph, but the experienced writer may deliberately choose some other location. 





The clincher sentence should ‘wrap-up’ your paragraph. It is your last chance to convince the reader that your idea is worthy of consideration.

















