How to Integrate Quotations into Your Writing

When you are writing a formal essay, it is important to use quotations from literature to support your ideas.  Quotations provide your evidence.  Once you have chosen your quotation, the key to success is integrating it directly into your sentence.

Example 1

My quotation  is, “if you ever disturb our streets again your lives shall pay the 
forfeit of  the peace.”  Now I need to put this into a sentence but not lose the fluidity in my writing.

Sentence with quotation integrated correctly:  Prince Escalus revealed that “If ever [someone disturbs their] streets again, [their life] shall pay the forfeit of the 

peace.”

Example 2

“Parting is such sweet sorrow that I shall say goodnight till it be morrow.”  You 

can choose to use only part of the quotation in your sentence.

Sentence with quotation integrated correctly:  Juliet feels that “parting is such sweet sorrow.”

Remember that if you change anything within the quote you need to place square brackets around what you have changed.

Do not use “he said” or “she said”

