        Alberta Distance Learning Centre

    Barrhead, Alberta

Planning an Outline for a Literature Composition

Introductory Paragraph

The topic is introduced generally, perhaps using the key words in the thesis, which is the last

sentence in this paragraph.
Sample thesis: 
Awareness of flawed beliefs and values may be hindered by miscommunication.

Key words here are “beliefs and values”, “hindered” and “lack of communication”. An

appropriate introduction could be written as the following:

Sample Introduction:



Because experience is different for everyone, beliefs are shaped by individual history. 


Living with shame teaches the notion that personal mistakes should be hidden. Privacy, which is valued as a protection against ridicule and judgment, is sought above all else. In seeking to safeguard ourselves and our loved ones, we determine what information should be known and sometimes neglect to share details, which results in ambiguous interpretations of reality. Awareness of flawed beliefs and values may be hindered by miscommunication.
The literature used for support is sometimes introduced briefly after the thesis: 


This was discovered by Suyan Woo in Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club.

Body Paragraphs
(1) The topic sentence introduces the focus of the paragraph so that it applies universally.

(2) Support from literature is then used to clarify the idea. 

(3) A clincher sentence summarizes the main idea and leads discussion into the next paragraph.
Sample paragraph:


                            (1) To protect the innocent, important information is kept from others. (2) In the novel, Suyan was ashamed of abandoning her babies in China many years earlier. She did not want them to suffer because of superstitious beliefs and went off to die, leaving them with all her valuables on the side of a busy road. Believing the babies had died, Suyan regarded herself as a bad mother and didn’t want her American daughter, June, to know of her two half-sisters. Suyan chose not to explain the circumstances of the event because, in raising June, she wanted a chance to make up for the wrongs she believed she had committed in China. (3)  Despite good intentions, shielding someone from important information can lead to turmoil.
Sample paragraph: 



(1) Eventually secrets will be revealed, causing turmoil for those being protected. (2) In the novel, June learned of the abandonment and criticized her mother harshly, using her incomplete knowledge of the situation to condemn Suyan as an unfit caregiver and role model. Believing this, Suyan could not discipline June appropriately and their relationship grew distant. Suyan suffered by not telling June the truth, and June was kept from enjoying a close mother-daughter relationship.  (3) The result of veiled truth is pain for all involved.

Sample paragraph: 



 (1) Truth, although harsh, may be the best course of action initially. (2) June’s dad and aunties, who knew all details of Suyan’s past, admired her courage and perseverance in attempting to find the children she lost more than 25 years ago. They supported Suyan’s quest even posthumously in ensuring that June met her half-sisters. On the other hand, the swan feather, representing a close bond that Suyan had hoped to share with June was left unappreciated until after Suyan’s death. Believing her mother inferior prevented June from realizing Suyan’s love and hope for her. When the truth had been revealed, June believed she was a failure as a daughter. To compensate for her hasty judgment, she determined to complete the mission her mother had started; she brought the swan feather to the half-sisters who longed for any representation of their mother. (3) Shameful facts may be difficult to share but, once revealed, they will never resurface to cause harm.

Concluding Paragraph

Conclusion -
the opinion is reaffirmed and conclusions are drawn regarding the effects 


this could have on society or the future.
Sample Conclusion:



Discovering that flawed beliefs hurt those being  protected reinforces the need to openly communicate even when that is threatening. Only then can problems be addressed effectively with appropriate adjustments and recompense; only then can individuals focus on the future rather than the past.

Title 
The last step is to choose an appropriate title, which helps the reader understand your point of view.

The Joy Luck Club would not be a fitting title for this essay because the message is meant to apply universally; literature is used only to further explain the writer’s opinion. “Secrets and Misconceptions” would better support the writer’s thesis.

Sample of Completed Essay






Secrets and Misconceptions

Because experience is different for everyone, beliefs are shaped by individual history. Living with shame teaches the notion that personal mistakes should be hidden. Privacy, which is valued as a protection against ridicule and judgment, is sought above all else. In seeking to safeguard ourselves and our loved ones, we determine what information should be known and sometimes neglect to share details, which results in ambiguous interpretations of reality. Awareness of flawed beliefs and values may be hindered by miscommunication. This was discovered by Suyan Woo in Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club.


To protect the innocent, important information is often kept from others. In the novel, Suyan was ashamed of abandoning her babies in China many years earlier. She did not want them to suffer because of superstitious beliefs and went off to die, leaving them with all her valuables on the side of a busy road. Believing the babies had died, Suyan regarded herself as a bad mother and didn’t want her American daughter, June, to know of her two half-sisters. Suyan chose not to explain the circumstances of the event because, in raising June, she wanted a chance to make up for the wrongs she believed she had committed in China. Despite good intentions, shielding someone from important information can lead to turmoil.


Eventually secrets will be revealed, causing turmoil for those being protected. In the novel, June learned of the abandonment and criticized her mother harshly, using her incomplete knowledge of the situation to condemn Suyan as an unfit caregiver and role model.  Believing this, Suyan could not discipline June appropriately and their relationship grew distant. Suyan suffered by not telling June the truth, and June was kept from enjoying a close mother-daughter relationship. The result of veiled truth is pain for all involved.


Truth, although harsh, may be the best course of action initially. June’s dad and aunties, who knew all details of Suyan’s past, admired her courage and perseverance in attempting to find the children she lost more than 25 years ago. They supported Suyan’s quest even posthumously in ensuring that June met her half-sisters. On the other hand, the swan feather, representing a close bond that Suyan had hoped to share with June was left unappreciated until after Suyan’s death. Believing her mother inferior prevented June from realizing Suyan’s love and hope for her. When the truth had been revealed, June believed she was a failure as a daughter. To compensate for her hasty judgment, she determined to complete the mission her mother had started; she brought the swan feather to the half-sisters who longed for any representation of their mother. Shameful facts may be difficult to share but, once revealed, they will never resurface to cause harm.


Discovering that flawed beliefs hurt those being  protected reinforces the need to openly communicate even when that is threatening. Only then can problems be addressed effectively with appropriate adjustments and recompense; only then can individuals focus on the future rather than the past. 

