English/Seward

Making an Introduction

~  your first task is to convince your audience to pay attention to what you are saying

~  an introduction should be no longer than about 1/5 of the entire essay’s length

~  approach the essay as if it were one side of a lively conversation

~  lead the reader into your way of thinking

~  avoid being too specific, allow the reader to apply the information in your essay to society in general

Tactics for Opening the Essay

1. Take the straight and narrow path

· begin with a brief statement of the steps of your argument

· state your thesis bluntly 

· this is not the most effective of introductions

Example:  The discriminating attitudes of others can lead to isolation, aggravation, and confusion.  Harper Lee, in To Kill A Mockingbird, illustrates that prejudices can cause real problems.

2. Try Shock Treatment

· give your reader a striking, perhaps shocking, example or statistic in a statement to get him interested in reading further

Example:  Will prejudice ever disappear?  Throughout history people have been lynched, ostracized, imprisoned, starved, even gassed because of the racist attitudes of those who feel superior.  From the Holocaust in Germany to Japanese internment in Canada, history shows the devastating effects of discrimination.  Harper Lee in To Kill A Mockingbird illustrates that prejudice can cause real problems.

3. Engage your Reader

· remind the reader that the subject under discussion matters by showing its general importance, before you settle down to your specific line of argument

Example:  When I was in high school, my best friend’s family was quite poor.  Her dad worked on and off and her mom worked part-time.  My friend also had an older sister who was learning disabled and in a special school.  People made fun of her and called her names and didn’t want to hang around with my friend because her sister always came along.  My friend and her sister felt really bad and were sad, angry and confused by this discrimination.  It affected them emotionally and psychologically.  Harper Lee in To Kill A Mockingbird illustrates that prejudice can cause problems.

Drawing a Conclusion

~  your concluding paragraph is not only your last word on the subject, but also an opportunity for you to reinforce your argument

~  make certain to restate the thesis in a different manner from which you did in your introduction

~  widen the focus as you conclude by showing the importance of your topic beyond what you say in your paper

~  be careful not to introduce a whole new and different idea

Tactics for Ending the Essay

1. Decide that enough is enough.

· if you find you have nothing too pressing to add, say nothing

· don’t take this route just because you are tired though, make sure that your argument still ends on a strong note

Example:  In To Kill A Mockingbird, Harper Lee clearly demonstrates the difficulty discrimination can cause in a person’s life.  The characters were all greatly affected by the attitudes of society at the time.

2. Take the Wider View

-  examine some of the broader implications of your thesis and the questions it may have raised

Example:  In To Kill A Mockingbird, Harper Lee clearly illustrates the difficulties discrimination can cause in a person’s life.  Unfortunately, this story parallels our society in too many ways.  At the time the novel was written and in the present, the prejudiced attitudes and actions of others continue to wreak havoc in the lives of those they are criticizing.

3.  Reinforce your Claim

-  remind the reader gently of your line of thought and rewrite your thesis in a slightly different form

Example:  Boo, Tom and Atticus were each in their own way affected by the discriminatory attitudes of the people of Maycomb.  Their lives were disrupted, scrutinized and in one case literally destroyed.  They paid a high price for standing alone in a crowd.
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