Tutorial: Research on the Internet
	Research on the Internet
The most important tool you will use when looking for information on the World Wide Web is a search engine which is like a card catalogue of web sites.  Your computer is probably set to use one of the following: Yahoo, Lycos, Excite, AltaVista, HotBot, or another.   I recommend Google.

How can you make a search work for you?   What can you do besides typing a few relevant words into the search form?  Most engines allow you to type in a few words, and then search for occurrences of these words in their database. 
· ENTER PHRASES OR QUESTIONS 

You'll get better results if you enter a few related words rather than a single word. 
· CHOOSE YOUR WORDS WISELY 

A generic search phrase like "Nazis" will yield too many results. “Nazis’ violation of human rights” would work better.
· TRY AND TRY AGAIN 
If you don't glean what you're looking for on the first try, don't give up.  Vary the original key word or phrase by substituting synonyms or related words. If you receive too many results, add descriptive terms to make your key word more precise. 

Begin your research by locating some good websites including
http://www.iTools.com/research-it/research-it.html 
http://www.britannica.com 

My Virtual Facts on File ( Links to ready reference sources on the Web, like dictionaries and almanacs, atlases, phone books, libraries. )
by Bob Drudge, part of My Virtual Reference Desk 
http://www.refdesk.com/facts.html 
One Look Dictionaries: The Faster Finder (Research a word in 87 dictionaries or groups of dictionaries by subject category.)
http://www.onelook.com/ 




References should be cited, or identified, as examples in the following tutorial. 
Tutorial: Citing References

Citing References

The References list should include all the sources you used to find information for your research. Entries should be arranged alphabetically by authors' surnames and by titles of anonymous works, and include full bibliographic detail: name(s) of author(s), full title of work, place, publisher, date of publication, and for articles, periodical title and inclusive page numbers. 

Center the title REFERENCES at the top of a page at the end of the report. Then follow the appropriate example below for correct formatting of each resource.

BOOKS 

One author

Ornstein, Robert E. The Psychology of Consciousness. 2nd ed. New York: Harcourt, 1977.

Two or three authors

Gesell, Arnold, and Frances L. Ilg. Child Development: An Introduction to the Study of Human Growth. New York: Harper, 1949. 
More than three authors

Spiller, Robert, et al. Literary History of the United States. New York: Macmillan, 1960. 
Corporate author

United States Capitol Society. We, the People: The Story of the United States Capitol. Washington, DC: National Geographic Soc., 1964. 

One work in an anthology/title within title

Dimock, George E., Jr. "The Name of Odysseus." Essays on The Odyssey: Selected Modern Criticism. Ed. Charles H. Taylor. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1963. 54-72. 

PERIODICAL ARTICLES

Known volume, issue number and year

Posen, I. Sheldon, and Joseph Sciorra. "Brooklyn's Dancing Tower." Natural History 92.6(1983): 30-33

No volume number, no author name

"The Vietnam War: The Executioner." Newsweek 13 Nov. 1978: 70. Newspaper article Greeley, Andrew. "Today's Morality Play: The Sitcom." New York Times 17 May 1987, late ed., sec. 2: 1+. 




 A sample research report is provided for you.  
Sample Part A: Research Report
	Origins of Ballet

Ballet is an elite form of dancing requiring much foot muscle movement, and suspension on the toes.  This dance is accompanied by an orchestra, and the story is communicated through a dancer’s actions and facial expressions. 
Ballet first appeared in Rome during the Greek pantomime tragedies mainly of speaking and dancing, with emphasis on facial and bodily movements to transmit a plot. (http://idid.essortment.com/originsballetd_rkmn.htm)  Ballet, along with other forms of art, disappeared for a time during the Middle Ages but returned in lavish plays and dances performed for kings and courts in the early years of the Renaissance.  Ballet first appeared in Italy, at the urging of the Medici family. A sponsored performance, “Le Ballet Comique de la Reine,” made ballet a common appearance in courts across Europe. 

Ballet continued to thrive in Europe.  Under the reign of Louis XIV in the late 1600s, ballet flourished in Versailles, France.  Louis XIV was the first to encourage ballet instruction and solidify the steps of the dance.  The French operas of Lully, a famous composer of the time, feature ballets in between acts and in the opera itself.  Russia became involved with ballet soon after, supporting dancers, who were trained from birth, in specialized schools.  The Ballet Russes opened in Paris in the early 1900s, immediately capturing the Parisian audience.  It created a sensation because of its great vitality which was different from performances in France at the time. The Ballet Russes became the most influential ballet company in the 20th century, and that influence has lasted to present day.  (Ballets Russes: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballets_Russes) 

Early ballets were known as “romantic ballets” because of their subject matter, often mythology.  Plots were stereotypical, usually including a prince and one or more maidens in distress.  Ballerinas portraying spirits or angelic beings rose on their feet for an ethereal effect.  Movements alternated between a flat-footed position and an elevated position with the calves extended, and ballet slippers and tutus, the distinctive costume of the ballet dancer, highlighted the dancer’s legs and feet.  These early influences in ballet established a respect for the art that continues to this day.


	References

“A Brief History of Ballet”, "Reproduced courtesy of Don Gillan (Copyright), www.stagebeauty.net" http://www.dgillan.screaming.net/stage/th-ballet1.html 

Ballets Russes: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballets_Russes 

Thiers, Genevieve. “The origins of ballet dance”. Pagewise. 2002. http://idid.essortment.com/originsballetd_rkmn.htm



Tutorial:  Researching a Topic and Planning a Research Report
Step 1

After you have chosen a research topic, complete the following chart as the first step in your planning process.
	My topic is



	What I Already Know About This Topic
	What I Need to Learn About This Topic
	Where I Can Find the Information I Need

	  

 

 

 

 

 

	 
	 


Step 2 


In the following research log

· state the topic of your research,

· indicate what type of information you obtained from each source, and 

· include significant information from your search. 

	Research Log
Topic:


	Date:                                                           Source:

Significant information in this source:



	Date:                                                           Source:

Significant information in this source:



	Date:                                                            Source:

Significant information in this source:




Step 3   

Organize information for your report by 
· creating a thesis statement, or controlling idea 
· dividing the thesis, or controlling idea, into several small aspects 

· writing a sentence expressing the main idea for each body paragraph
· identify details that you will use to support the main ideas 
· write an idea that summarizes key information or extends the topic beyond the assignment, and  
· identify sources of information to be cited. 

	Thesis Statement:



	Main Idea of First Body Paragraph



	Footnote Source (√)
	Supporting Details:

· 


	· Ideas for Introductory Paragraph

· 


	Main Idea of Second Body Paragraph



	Footnote Source (√)
	Supporting Details:

· 


	Main Idea of Third Body Paragraph



	Footnote Source (√)
	Supporting Details:

· 


	Main Idea of Fourth Body Paragraph



	Footnote Source (√)
	Supporting Details:

· 


	Ideas for Concluding Paragraph

· 














INTERNET AND CD-ROM SOURCES





	Part of an Online Book


Dickinson, Emily. "With Flowers." Poems. 1896. Project Bartleby. Columbia U.  6 June 1999  <� HYPERLINK "http://www.columbia.edu./acis/bartelby/dickingson/" �http://www.columbia.edu./acis/bartelby/dickingson/�>.


                   	 


Wilde, Oscar. Preface. The Picture of Dorian Gray. 9 June 1999.�                           		 <� HYPERLINK "http://www.bibliomania.com/Fiction/wilde/DorianGray/dgray0.html" �http://www.bibliomania.com/Fiction/wilde/DorianGray/dgray0.html�>.





CD-ROM version (NB: The end date is from the CD surface, not the journal.)


O'Shea, Dan. "Fabled Publisher Goes on the Net." Telephony 227.22 (1994): 7.  





Business Periodicals Ondisc. CD-ROM. University Microfilm International. Nov. 1994. 





Schultz, Susan M. "Postmodern Promos." Postmodern Culture. 3.1 (Sept. 1992): n. pag. Online.


           


 Article in an Online Journal 


Youngquist, Walter. "Alternative Energy Cources-Myths and Realities." Electronic�Green Journal.  9. (Dec 1998). 1998. June 1999 � <� HYPERLINK "http://www.lib.uidaho.edu:70/docs/egj09/youngqu1.html" �http://www.lib.uidaho.edu:70/docs/egj09/youngqu1.html�>.





NON-PRINT SOURCES 


Television program 


"Shakespearean Putdowns." Narr. Robert Siegel and Linda Wertheimer. All Things Considered. Natl. Public Radio. WUWM, Milwaukee. 6 Apr. 1994. 








NON-PRINT SOURCES 


Television program 


"Shakespearean Putdowns." Narr. Robert Siegel and Linda Wertheimer. All Things Considered. Natl. Public Radio. WUWM, Milwaukee. 6 Apr. 1994. 





Videotape


Capra, Frank, dir. It's a Wonderful Life. 1946. Videocassette. Republic, 1988. 





Interview


Greenhill, H. Gaylon. Personal interview. 19 May 1995.

















