The Parts of Speech

1. Determiners – come before nouns or adjectives


a.  Definite




e.  Possessive


the





my










our


b.  Indefinite





your

a





his, her, its



an





their



0   (I like snow)








f.  Other


c.  Demonstrative




some

this





many

that





any

these





no

those


d.  Interrogative



which



what



whose

2.  Predeterminers – occur before determiners


all
double



both
twice


half

3.  Prepositions – occur with prepositional phrases


in

to




on

by


with

near


over

of


beyond

for


at

beside


Compound Prepositions



next to


near to



back of


by means of



on account of

on top of

* a prepositional phrase is a preposition followed by a noun phrase



on 
the green table



prep
det       adj
        noun




   Noun Phrase

4.  Pronouns – noun phrase substitutes


a.  Personal





e.  possessive





subject

object




mine



I

me




ours



We

us




yours



You

you




his, hers



He, she, it
him, her, it



theirs



They

them









f.  reflexive


b.  interrogative





myself


who/whom





yourself

which






himself, herself, itself

what






ourselves










yourselves


c.  demonstrative





themselves



this



that





g.  other



these






one



those






some










all


d.  relative






none



who/whom





nobody



that






everybody



which






somebody



whose



where



when

5.  Auxiliary Verbs – come before the main verb but will not occur without it


a.  modals/helping 

b.  True Auxiliaries



can



be



will



have



shall



do



may



must


*  John is going



could


      n      aux     verb



would



should



might


*  They should go


       Pro         aux       verb

6.  Copula Be – will work as a main verb

be

*  Joe is hungry

7.  Qualifiers – intensify/modify an adjective or adverb


very

less

pretty


quite

least

mighty


rather

enough

a little


more

somewhat



most

so

*  He is very tall

         
          p    v      q          adj

8.  Conjunctions – connect words, phrases and sentences


a.  Coordinating – connect two equal parts



and



or


*  John is tall and thin.



but


b.  Subordinating – connect a subordinate idea to a main clause



because



if



although



after/before

*  If it rains, the picnic will be cancelled.



since



until



while


c.  correlative – connects two parts



if….then



either….or

*  If it rains, then the picnic will be cancelled.



neither….nor



both…..and

9.  Conjunctive Adverbs – don’t modify verbs but do link sentences


however


thus


nevertheless


so

